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IJOHNF OST E R, tg, 


HIGH-SHERIPF | 
OF THE : 


| COUNTY OF WORCESTER, 


| THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE 
„„ 18 inen tarrcaTER. L | ; | 1 


IN TESTIMONY OF THAT RESPECT, 


WHICH Is DUE TO DISTINGUISHD MERIT, | 


. 


r 
—— — a 
Gs. ret rs 


At Ne 


5 | 
NE dat e dt nee 


PHILL. . iv. Ver. 4. 


Ter Hour Moderation be known unto all Men —T be 
Lord is at Hand. N 


7 1 A T D V E R tends to promote the ple 


Genenility: of Men to their real Intereſt, that the 


30 * alſo a. pod with him 1 in Glory.” 


- But it may be proper, alice I proceed farther. (0 men- : 

- tion (at leaſt to ſome Part of my Hearers) that Moderation, 
in its * original Meaning, ſignifies, I apprehend, ſuch a Diſ- 

: poſition of Mind, as prefers Mildneſs or Equity to the ex- 
tteme Right or Rigor of the Law—or, in other Words, 
V hich inclines us to make ſome Abatement to our ſtrict and 
legal Demands, and not to POO - an l to his 


D.. T2 LOTT | 


8 — — 


55e 


of civil Society, and the Welfare of our im- 
mortal Souls, ſhould be the grand Purſuit of 
every reaſonable Creature but ſo blind is the 
fre- 
quently forget, and diſregard both—and therefore it is as 
neceſſary in this, as in the apoſtolic Age, to exhort them 
| to the chriſtian Virtue of Moderation—that when their 
heavenly Lord, who is at Hand, ſhall N 08 a ny 


3 


6 7 


Injury and Ruin, «« when it is in the Power of our Hands 


«© to do it” 


and all this, in Conſideration of that awful 


Day, when we ourſelves ſhall ſtand in Need of Mercy 
from the ene and univerſal Judge. „„ Hs 


Now the Duty, which I am recommending, is of the 
greateſt Importance and Neceſſity to all Ranks and Degrees 


of Men=-It is the Baſis and Ornament of every Community, . 
and the Comfort and Happineſs of human Life It is poſſible 
indeed, that, by Arms, Violence, and Cruelty, Kingdoms 
may be obtained —but whatever be the Frame of their Go- 
vernment, if © the Throne be not eſtabliſhed by Righte- : 

__ «© ouſneſs,” they cannot continue long. It is poſſible that 
In our Intercourſes and Dealings with the World, there may 
be ſome ſpecious Appearances of Juſtice and Friendſhip, but 
unleſs ** we do unto others, as we would they ſhould do 
«© unto us,” we ſhall be guilty of the baſeſt rk ee 
and ſhall be aan. das to all true Peace and Ae 


1 is certain, that 1 are the 90 Pillars upon which 


every Nation reſts, and that theſe, when rightly executed, 
give Grace and Beauty to the whole Building—but i it muſt be 
remembered, that in every Law, there is a Mitigation, and 
an Extremity of Puniſhment included If it be urged ac- 
_ cording to the ſtrict Letter of it, when the Circumſtances 
of a Crime or Perſon admit of Lenity, the Sentence or 
Deciſion becomes extreme—and, by ſuch a Procedure, it is 
ſo far from juſt, that it is * highly injurious—and hence it 
is the Opinion of many Writers, that this is the Meaning of 
the divine Command —““ be not righteous over-much' ny 


* Nan Jos ft ſumma Injuria—a | Sentiment which, i in  fome Meaſure, is con- = 


: firmed ad the Heathen Poet— . 


Eſt Modus in Rebus, ſunt e certi 33 Fines _ p 
Quos ultra citraque nequit conſiſtere Rectum. HO R. 
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as it might be tranſlated, „ be not too juſt,” leſt, by going 
beyond certain Limits, you make Juſtice : a Color or Pre- 


tence for Cruelty. 


But Equity conſiſts in relaxing this Rigor——and 1 
moderating, on good and ſufficient Grounds, the e- 
ſcribed Penalty — And we are prompted to this Bat 
both by Reaſon and Humanity for as all Lawgivers are 
frail and fallible, it is impoſſible that they ſhould foreſee, 
and ſet down all thoſe Circumſtances and Accidents, which 
may afterwards occur—Such Knowledge is too great Re” - 
 Man—This can only be done by an infinite and omniſcient 

 Gop—thoſe immutable Laws, which he has given us for the 

Regulation of our Conduct are, like himſelf, complete and 

abſolute—they are ſuch as can never be accuſed of Injuſtice 
or Severity, and are of equal Force at all Times, 


and in all Places. —But the Laws of Man, like all Things 
that are finite, are ſubject to Error and Imperfection and EE 
hence it follows, that we are as much obliged to mitigate | 
their Rigor, when there is juſt Cauſe for it, as to execute 

their Extremity, when Neceſſity requires itt is from the 


| prudent Obſervance of this Rule, that Juſtice receives its 
Honor—and whoever, incautiouſly neglects it, may, on 
the one Hand, be guilty of great Cruelty, and on the other, 


may give Occaſion to e Diſorders, and Confuſions isn 


; the World. 


1 It is true, that 5 in our Laws the Extremity i is ance. Bo 
in plain Terms, and the Mitigation is concealed—and the 
Reaſon is; that licentious Men 1 may be terrified by the one, 
and may not be tempted to tranſgreſs by the other—and in 
this the Wiſdom of our ancient Lawgivers is eminently 
diſplayed. They foreſaw, no doubt, that Mercy was as neceſ- 
ſary as Puniſhment—they knew the Obduracy of moſt Men's 
Conſciences, and the Aptitude of all to offtend—it was s there- 


fore 


fore thought proper, that the Puniſhment ſhould be plainly 

expreſſed, and the Mitigation of it ſhould be left to the 
' Diſcretion of the Magiſtrate—and a diſcreet Magiſtrate 
will be tenacious of both—for he knows that the one, is 


for the Terror and Reſtraint of Evil-doers, and that the 
i other, 1 is for the Comfort and“ Praiſe of them that do well. ts 


It is doubtleſs of tel Inyportaries} that, in all our 
judicial Proceedings, there ſhould be a due Temperament ü 
of Juſtice and Mercy Theſe, like two cordial Friends 
ſhould be inſeparably united for as Mercy without Juſtice | 


is fooliſh Pity, ſo Juſtice without Mercy is Cruelty and 


Opprefſion—lIt is the reciprocal Harmony of theſe Virtues 


that gives Stability and Happineſs to any Nation—lIt is by 


theſe that Peace and Concord take Root and flouriſh—_ 
the Magiſtrate becomes © a Miniſter of God for the Good” b 


We of the People and tl the Monarch adds a 9 Luſtre to 0 
bis Crown.“ 5 


1 It W ould: ill . me to fay-1 more on this Subject, id . 
this. Preſence of thoſe learned and diſtinguiſhed Perſons, 


whom [I have the Honor this Day to addreſs—and I ſhould 
not have preſumed thus far, if I had not been convinced, 


that Candor is the Produce of the ones and nobleſt 
Mines, . 


Now. it is, 1 bellies,” univerſally 8 that Faulty 


2 eſſentially depends upon the particular 5 
of each individual Caſe—and that it is impoſſible to pre- 


ſcribe, on that Account, any eſtabliſned Rules and feed 
Precepts, without deſtroying its very Eſſence, and reducing 


it to a poſitive Law—but give me Leave to ſay- that there 


are many important Duties included in it, which we, as 


Chriſtians, and Members * 9 are e 
4 — to acki. . 


| And, - 


to think no Evil”. 


4647 


And firſt, we are to bear with Patience the Frailties and 


Lufee of others Theſe are fo many and obvious, that 
it would be difficult as well as needleſs to point them out 


and yet, theſe, whatever they be, if not enormous and dan- 


gerous in their Conſequences, it is our Duty to tolerate 
and hence the wiſe Man fays—that © Diſcretion defer- 

«« reth Anger, and it is the Glory of a Man to paſs by a 

oe Tranſgreſſion Such a Tranſgreſſion it muſt be meant, 


as ariſes not from premeditated Malice or Revenge — when 


this is not the Caſe, chriſtian “ Charity is not eaſily pro- 


« yoked—it thinketh no Evil, beareth all Things, and en- 


3 Ldureth all Things“ —it inclines us to throw a Veil over 
thoſe ſmall Blemiſhes which Humanity is Heir to, and in- 
ſtead of proclaiming them to the Injury of any one, it 
conſiders them with the tendereſt Compaſſion—* it beareth _ 
all Things“ that are conſiſtent with a good Conſcience, 
and the Laws of our moſt holy Religion I mean, when 
the Wrong is offered only to ourſelves, and brings with it 
no Diſhonor to our God, nor any bad Example to his 
Church.—Thus will every Man act who wiſhes to tread the 
Paths of chriſtian Rigi des- for this is his Commen- 
dation, and this his Glory —and without it, it is impoſſible 5 


= to have true Peace and Comfort. in the World. 


But we are > 0 requighl to put the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtruction upon Things which are doubtful. We are too apt, 
God knows! to deprave the Words and Actions of others— - 
to darken the brighteſt Perfections, and to caſt a Blot upon 
the whiteſt Innocence; and from theſe Sources it gene- 
rally happens that Quarrels and Diſſentions ariſe—but we 


have ſeen that it is the Characteriſtic of chriſtian Charity 


| Virtue, that the Bonds of Friendſhip and Society 


are 


ſo frequently broken thus we read, that the Words and 


Actions of the immaculate Jeſus himſelf were miſrepre- 


3 5 ſented 


-and it is for Want of this 


l e 
— 
* 
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ſented by the Jews“ Deſtroy this Temple,“ ſays he, © and 
in three Days I will raiſe it up,”—this was interpreted as 
ſignifying the Temple of Jeruſalem, when he only meant the 
Temple of his Body—and we find that this was the princi- 
pal Accuſation which was brought againſt him at his 
Death. —We read in another Place, that Chriſt * came to 
„ fulfil the Law, and yet that he was accuſed “ as a 
Ws Deſtroyer of it and in the old Teſtament it is recorded, 
that the wrong Interpretation of an Embaſſy from 1 9 9 
was the Cauſe of a great War between the "Ieraelites and 
the Ammonites, in which many thouſand Lives were loſt — 
from theſe and many other Inſtances which might be pro- 


duced, it is evident, that the Miſconſtruction of any Thing 


doubttul i is the dans oe of much Trouble and as ba in the 
World. 


by And ad; i we are the Children of Pale” ad hs 
Diſciples of him who was the Prince and Author of it, let 
us always endeavour to preſerve it by a charitable Opinion 
of others and let us remember that he is the beſt Chriſ- 
tian, and the beſt Promoter of ſocial Unity, who the leaſt 


2500 Ane e and the moſt reforms himſelf. 


5 . Right. 


But it is Further required: of us, To even a * Heathen 

has pronounced it © not only liberal but advantageous, g 
to depart, in ſome Caſes, from our own ſtri& and legal 
This will ſeem difficult to thoſe, whoſe Views 
are confined to the ſcanty Limits of the preſent World, 
and who walk by that « Wiſdom which is from be- 
* neath. ——But we have ſufficient Examples in the holy 


Scriptures to recommend this Duty to us—for let us con- 


ſider, how Abraham acted in his Conteſt with Lot: Let 
44 khere be no Strife 1 pray thee,” FF that oY Patriarch, 


„ Tul. offic, Lib, ii. C xviii. VVVVVVV 
« between 
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< between me and thee — for we are Brethren —is not 
'« the whole Land before thee? If thou wilt take the left 


« Hand, then will I go to the right; or if thou go to the 


right Hand, then 1 will take the left.“ Here, by the 
Right of Seniority, he might have made his own Choice; 
Wo yet, for the Sake of Peace, he freely recedes from it 
and if we are Abraham's — we muſt do — * 


Works. 


But let us N to PRs bleſſed 1 ahi: true Seed of 
Abraham, as the moſt ſhining Pattern of this Virtue—He 

refus'd not to pay the Tribute-Money, tho' he was free, and 

no Law could oblige him to it—and the Reaſon was, that 

he might give no Cauſe of Offence and Contention, and that 
he might “leave us an Example that we ſhould follow his 

. Reps: '—and if we are his ſincere and undiſſembled Fol- 

lowers—if we with for the Bleflings of this Life, or of that 
WHICH. 1 is to come, we thall 80, and . 25 do like- 


1 The laſt Thing which I ſhall mention as 3 of us, 
is, to forgive Injuries and Wrongs that are done to us and 
to this we are ſtrongly urged both by Reaſon and Revela- 
tion — for as © in many Things we all offend,” and are every 
Moment in Danger of falling, we know not but we our 
{elves may ſtand in Need of F orgiveneſs from the Hands of 
others — and if we conſider that we are Chriſtians, how can 
we expect Remiſſion of our Sins, if we © forgive not our 
© Brother his Treſpaſſes againſt us - How great then is the 

Neceſſity of this Duty l- the Preſervation of Peace depends 
upon it, and without it, there is no Religion, and no Hope 
of an eternal Reward for if we forgive not others, we are aſ- 


fared that God will not forgive us and without Forgiveneſs, 


I ſpeak to the moſt W amongſt us, which of „ 


be W * 


Happy | 


— 
* ay „ 


„ 
1 | 
r 
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Hier then wade it a for the World, and happier for 


our Souls, if this Branch of Moderation were more gene- 


rally adopted! there would then be no vexatious Litiga- 


tions, and no expenſive Actions at Law— Actions that are 
often commenced upon the moſt trifling and frivolous Oeca- 
ſions, and which anſwer no End, but to gratify a malicious 
and unforgiving Temper but how much better would it be, 
how much more conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, and a good 
Conſcience, if we would forgive the Injury, and remit the 


T Recompence, where the B 18 ſmall and infgni fi a 
cant? 


14 is true, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, „ the Law is good, 


es if a Man uſe it lawfully.” —In Matters, we muſt underſtand 
it, of conſiderable Moment, and as the laſt Means of attain- 
ing Peace—but as every Law-Suit i is a Kind of War, and as 
War either is, or ſhould be, th laſt Means of attaining 
public Peace, ſo ſhould it be in Regard to that Peace which 
thould ſubſiſt between * Perſons and F amilies. 9 5 | 


3 And now ii are the Duties which I have laid down, 
but the plain Dictates of Reaſon and Humanity, to the 
Truth of which every Man is forced to aſſent or what is 
the Diſcharge of them, but to do unto others as we 
© would they ſhould do unto us? —for let us lay our Hands 
upon our Breaſts, and aſk our Conſciences, whether we 
would not wiſh thoſe Duties to be exercis'd towards our- 
felves ?—If that Monitor, which is within us, inform us, 
| that we certainly would, we ſhould be as attentive to it as 
to the Voice of God, and ſhould go, and treat others in the 


ſame Manner—ſuch is the Excellence of that divine Precept 


which our bleſſed Saviour has tranſmitted to us. — and 


great would be our as 4 pamg 1 Wwe 88 i ee 


to its real Value !—— - 


Wk have 
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I have read that the Emperor * Severus was ſo enraptured 


with it, that he cauſed it to be inſcribed on his Palace in 


ſeveral Places, and that he was about to ere& a Temple to 
the Honor of Jeſus Chriſt. 


It! is certain, that by the conſpicuous and uniform Diſplay 


of ſuch Conduct, we muſt let our Moderation be known” 


E not to this, or that Man in particular, but to all without 
Exception —and we have a moſt weighty Conſideration to 
excite us to this, and every other chriſtian Duty, from the 

near Approach of that awful Time, when Mercy will be 
all that we ſhall wiſh for, and when our Actions will be 5 


705 to Angels: and to — FRE 


0 Now 1 doubt not, that I am hain, to thoſe, who has 
a firm Faith in that holy Religion, which they, and the Laws 
profeſs and what is it which the Doctrines of that Religion 
declare to us? — There it is written as with a Sunbeam, not 
only that our Lord will come to judge the World, but that 
his Coming is near at Hand.—* Behold,” ſays he, I come 
«© quickly, and my Reward is with me, to give to every one 
„ according as his Works ſhall be. It is true, that many 
Ages have elapſed ſince this Declaration was made—but if we 
conſider, who it was who made it, the Alpha and Omega, 
e the Beginning and the End, the firſt and the laſt,” we ſhall 
have no Reaſon to impeach his Fidelity for however long it 
may appear to us, yet in his Eye, who can look through im- 
1 menſe Duration, it is but 1 a ſhort Space between the Pro- 


4 a furan 6 21ſt PETE. — * by bis Virtue 3 OE LING 5 


reſtored the State of Rome, which had been greatly diſordered by the Vices of his 


Predeceſſor Heliogabalus.—He took the Name of Alexander becauſe he was born at 


Arczna, in LA Temple which v was dedicated to * — WY 


Te But let us, my Brethren ! 
rather inſcribe it upon our R us make it the Rule 
of all our Actions, and we ſhall conſecrate ourſelves into 


a holy Temple —a fit Habitation for the 1 of Chriſt 4 
a dwell in. e 


5 miſe 


L — 


RL 


miſe and the Completion. In W to ourkitves indeed, 


it may be truly ſaid, that © our Redemption draweth nigh” 
— It is as near to us as we are to the Grave, and to that we 
are all haſtening as ſwift as the Wings of Time can carry us 


Alt is but the Flight of a few Moments more, and we 
| ſhall ſee the Lord “ coming in the Clouds of Heaven with 
Power and great Glory — and how then ſhall we pre- 


pare ourſelves for that auguſt and magnificent Appearance? 
—, What ſhall we do when God rifeth up, and when he 


| « viſiteth what ſhall we anfwer him?”—my Brethren ! 
we have an Emblem at this Time, a very faint one indeed, 
in Compariſon, of the grand Solemnities of the laſt and uni- 
verſal Aſſize — but faint as this Emblem is, there are many 


intereſting and inſtructive Leſſons to be learned from it.— 


Let us conſider then how a poor Criminal acts who expects 
daily to be tried for his Life—does he give himfelf up toa 
liſtleſs and torpid Indolence, or does he meditate upon vain 

and finful Amuſements till he is ſummoned to the Bar ?— 
no, he begins to have a ſerious Senſe of his unhappy Situa- 
tion he conſults the ableſt Lawyers, makes all the Intereſt 
he can, ſtudies his Anſwers to the Indictment that will be 
brought againſt him, and takes every Precaution to make a 
good Defence—and why is he at all thefe Pains and Con- 
Cern? lt is but to preferve a little longer the ſmall 
| Remainder of a miſerable Life—and ſhall we do nothing to 
fave our Souls, which are to live for ever ?—Shall we be 
negligent in a Cauſe of ſo. much greater Urgency, and 
| where our Labor is ſure to be crowned with Succeſs ?!—Oh! 
let us remember that we, like him, are guilty Creatures, 
who are ſhortly to be releaſed from the Fetters of Mortality, 
and to go forth from the Priſon of this World— that * 
n 1 4 on our Trial at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt,” 
and ſhall hear that irrevocable Sen tence paſſed upon us, 
5 which will award us to eee Happineſs or me 


OTE | 


Let us then ſtrive with all our Might that we may at that 


- Tame * be found of him in Peace—Let us give Dili- 
 «« gence,” (the Diligence of a whole Life is not too much) 


to make our Calling and Election ſure”—but above all, 


let us be Followers of God” in his darling Attribute of 
Mercy—and then we need not doubt that he will recognize 


us as his © dear Children” —he will not „ be extreme 
„to mark what we have done amiſs,” but will receive 
us, like a tender Father, into the Arms of his Mercy, 
and will repoſe us in the Boſom of his Happineſs for ever 


5 * ever. 
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